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TOP GRADS 

(Above) Sofia DeJordy is the 
valedictorian of the Seton 
Catholic Class of 201 9, while 
(below) Marialena Mouiakel took 
top honors at Immaculate Heart 
Central. 
FULL STORY, PAGES 5 & 6 

Pope: Unity is first sign of Christian witness 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) - The 

Catholic Church gives an 
authentic witness of 
God's love for all men 
and women only when it 
fosters the grace of unity 
and communion, Pope 
Francis said. 

Unity is part of "the 
DNA of the Christian 
community," the pope 
said june 12 during his 
weekly general audience. 

The gift of unity, he 
said, "allows us not to 
fear diversity, not to at-

tach ourselves to things 
and gifts," but "to be­
come martyrs, luminous 
witnesses of God who 
lives and works in his­
tory." 

"We, too, need to redis­
cover the beauty of giv­
ing witness to the Risen 
Lord, going beyond self­
referential attitudes, re­
nouncing the desire to 
stifle God's gifts and not 
yielding to mediocrity," 
he said. 

Despite the sweltering 

Roman heat, thousands 
of people filled St. Peter's 
Square for the audience, 
which began with Pope 
Francis circling the 
square in the popemo­
bile, occasionally stop­
ping to greet pilgrims 
and even comfort a cry­
ing child. 

In his main talk, the 
pope continued his new 
series on the Acts of the 
Apostles, looking specifi­
cally at the apostles who, 
after the Resurrection, 

"prepare to receive God's 
power - not passively but 
by consolidating com­
munion between them." 

Before ultimately tak­
ing his own life, judas' 
separation from Christ 
and the apostles began 
with his attachment to 
money and lOSing sight 
of the importance of self­
giving "until he allowed 
the virus of pride to in­
fect his mind and heart, 
transforming him from a 
friend into an enemy." 

judas "stopped belong­
ing to the heart to jesus 
and placed himself out­
side of communion with 
him and his companions. 
He stopped being a disci­
ple and placed himself 
above the master," the 
pope explained. 

Nevertheless, unlike 
judas who "preferred 
death to life" and created 
a "wound in the body of 
the community," the 11 
apostles choose "life and 
blessing." 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

I get that from my father 
''I'm a chip off the old heard, "the lucky ones live 

blockhead." three days like that," after I've 
That's my response when reported some illness or in­

people note the similarities jury to my father). 
between me and my father. "Darcy isn't afraid to give 

In fact, I'm fairly ....----== ........ - you her opinion, even 
confident most de- if you're not going to 
scriptions of me like it." Yup. Dad. 
would point first to "Darcy has a bit of a 
attributes I inherited stubborn streak, and 
or learned from my when she gets mad, 
father. watch out!" Dad, dad, 

"Darcy's really tall." dad. 
That's from dad. I vividly remember 

"Darcy's really out- walking into the barn 
going and talkative." Darcy L. on the dairy farm my 
Oh yeah. That's dad. Fargo father and grandfa-

"Darcy's quick with ther ran together and 
a joke and has weird hearing the two of 
phrases she likes to use them arguing, yelling at top 
often." Also dad (I can't tell volume. I always thought 
you how many times I've they argued because they 

were so much alike, both 
being stubborn, outspoken 
and opinionated. 

I don't think anyone was 
shocked that my teenage and 
young adult years were full 
of loud arguments with my 
father. The stubborn, outspo­
ken and opinionated gene 
had manifested in another 
generation. 

Both my father and I have 
mellowed a bit as we've aged. 
We argue and yell a lot less, 
though we still enjoy a good 
debate and any opportunity 
to make a joke at the other's 
expense. 

My father's been through a 
lot in the last couple years. 
Through the grace of God 
and outstanding medical in-

tervention, he overcame a 
medical issue that was nearly 
catastrophic. 

Celebrating Father's Day 
last weekend, it seemed like 
a good time to reflect on how 
blessed I am to have a father 
who has taught me to grow 
old, but never grow up; to be 
serious about my obligations 
to my family and my work 
but never take myself too se­
riously; to strive to use my 
strong voice in ways that 
promote goodness, humor 
and love; and to love family, 
community, country and 
God. 

Thank you to and for all the 
fathers, grandfathers, spiri­
tual fathers and father fig­
ures. 

Reflecting on, praying for our bishops 
I have been thinking about 

bishops this week. I have 
watched some of the televi­
sion coverage of the Ameri­
can bishops meeting in 
Baltimore. I saw a few bish­
ops I recognized, and it was 
interesting to hear some of 
the statements made by the 
bishops. I know there are 
many challenges bishops of 
this country are facing 
today. I pray for them. I do 
believe that they are doing 
their best. 

In addition, like all of you, 
I was excited by the news 
that our Father Douglas 
Lucia has been chosen to be 
a bishop, the bishop of Syra­
cuse. This is a "big deal" for 
us here in the Diocese of Og­
densburg. One of our priests 
has been chosen to be or­
dained a bishop. 

Our diocese has been no­
ticed again. It has been ten 
years since Bishop Terry 
LaValley, a priest of our dio­
cese, was chosen to be a 
bishop - bishop of our dio­
cese. And now another 
priest of our diocese be­
comes a bishop. I believe 

'Father Bill-S<lY~ 
,_ tipastor22@ gmail :Z:"om 

, •. 
. ;~~ ,,-.. 

Fr. Willialll G . .\Iucnch 

this is something we all can 
be very proud of. 

Prior to Bishop LaValley, it 
had been many years since a 
priest of our Ogdensburg 
Diocese was chosen to be a 
bishop - since Bishop Con­
roy was made a Bishop in 
the 1920s. 

I do want to take this op­
portunity to congratulate Fa­
ther Lucia. I am certain that 
he will do well as a bishop. I 
realize it will be quite a chal­
lenge for him. I promise him 
my prayers and encourage 
you all to pray for him also. 
I have told my priest friends 
in Syracuse how fortunate 
they are to have him come 
as their next bishop. 

As a priest of this diocese 
I have had the experience of 
"working" under several 
bishops. I have found that, 
over the years, those chosen 

to be our bishops have been 
dedicated to bringing God's 
love and spirit to our 
parishes. I have been truly 
impressed by those bishops 
who have come to our dio­
cese from different places, 
like Buffalo or Brooklyn. 
They have become close to 
us all - priests and people -
and did so many good 
things here. 

I know the bishop I re­
member best is Bishop 
Brzana. He was our bishop 
for 25 years. Bishop Brzana 
came to us from Buffalo. 
Personally, I remember the 
very day he was installed as 
our bishop. I was assigned 
to the Cathedral Parish and 
St. Mary's High School. The 
morning of the installation, 
I had organized a group of 
high school students to help 
me rake and clean up 
around the school grounds. 
As we were walking, along 
came Bishop Brzana with a 
priest friend on an early 
morning walk. They stopped 
to chat with me and the stu­
dents. 

As a bit of an aside, over 

the years, the only bishop I 
was bold enough to argue 
with was Bishop Brzana, 
probably because he was 
here for such an extended 
time. I guess I was a bit more 
comfortable with him. 

I do want to thank God. 
Our diocese has been 
blessed with the very dedi­
cated and caring bishops. I 
know most of them have 
been very happy to be here 
with us, even those who 
were here for only a short 
time. I think some of them 
wished they could have 
stayed with us longer. I am 
certain they realized how 
great we are to be with -
priests and people. 

In these recent years, the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg has 
been blessed with Bishop 
LaValley. He knows us well, 
especially being a priest of 
this diocese. He has become 
a friend to all - priests and 
people. So, I take this oppor­
tunity to offer my gratitude 
to Bishop LaValley. I thank 
you, Bishop LaValley. You 
have been so caring and 
dedicated to my diocese. 



JUNE 19,2019 
II NORT H COU NTRY C ATHOLIC II DIOCESAN LIFE 

Bishop-elect Lucia to be installed Aug. 8 
SYRACUSE- Pope Francis has 

appointed a priest of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg to 
be the new bishop for the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Syracuse. Bishop-elect 
Douglas]. Lucia, 56, pastor 
of St. John the Baptist 
Church in Madrid and St. 
Mary's Church in Wadding­
ton, diocesan judicial vicar 
and episcopal vicar for 
canonical affairs, as well as 
director of vocations and 
seminarians, will become 
the 11 th bishop of Syra­
cuse, succeeding Bishop 
Robert ]. Cunningham, 
who has served the diocese 
since May 26, 2009. 

Bishop-elect Lucia will be 
ordained and installed at 
the Cathedral of the Im­
maculate Conception lo­
cated in downtown 
Syracuse on Aug. 8. 

Bishop Cunningham sub­
mitted his resignation for 
the purpose of retirement 
to the Holy Father upon his 
75th birthday on June 18, 
2018, as is required by 
canon law. He will continue 
to serve as the Apostolic 
Administrator until Bishop­
elect Lucia's ordination and 
installation. 

Bishop-elect Lucia was 
born on March 17, 1963, 
the son of Leward and 
Betty (Pepin) Lucia in 
Plattsburgh. He and his 
twin brother and their sis­
ter and younger brother 
grew up in Altona. He re­
ceived a Bachelor of Arts 
from Wadhams Hall Semi­
nary College in Ogdens­
burg in May 1985 and a 
Masters in Divinity from 
Christ the King Seminary in 
East Aurora in May 1989. 
He was ordained to the 
Ministerial Priesthood at St. 
Mary's Cathedral in Og­
densburg on May 20, 1989, 
by Most Reverend Stanis­
laus ]. Brzana, DO, STD, 
bishop of Ogdensburg. 

In his first assignment, 
Bishop-elect Lucia served 
as parochial vicar at St. 
Patrick's Church in Water­
town. In 1990, he was sent 

CHUCK WAI NWRIGHT ICATHOLIC SUN 
Bishop-elect Douglas J. Lucia laughs with Diocese of Syracuse Bishop Robert 
J. Cunningham, former bishop of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, at a press con­
ference held June 4 in Syracuse. 

to the Diocese of Alexan­
dria-Cornwall, Ontario, 
Canada for two years of 
service where he was 
parochial vicar at St. 
Columban's Church in 
Cornwall. Upon returning 
to the Diocese of Ogdens­
burg, the bishop-elect be­
came the parochial vicar at 
St. John the Baptist Church 
in Plattsburgh for three 
years. He was then as­
signed as a parochial vicar 
at St. Mary's Cathedral in 
Ogdensburg. He became 
the associate secretary of 
the Matrimonial Tribunal in 
1996. 

From 1997 to 1999, the 
bishop-elect was assigned 
to study canon law at the 
Pontifical University at St. 
Thomas Aquinas (An­
gelicum) in Rome. During 
the summer of 1998, he 
served as a parochial vicar 
of Holy Family Church in 
Watertown and worked 
part time for the Diocesan 
Tribunal Office. 

Upon the completion of 
his studies in June 1999, 
Bishop-elect Lucia was 
named adjutant judicial 
vicar and vice chancellor. 
He also served as adminis­
trator at St. Raphael's in 
Heuvelton and as a part­
time chaplain at the Gou­
verneur Correctional 

Facility. 
In 2000, he was ap­

pointed secretary to the 
bishop and in 2003 was 
named diocesan director 
of vocations. 

From September 2003 to 
March 2004, the bishop­
elect served as administra­
tor of St. Mary's Church in 
Canton. In September 
2004, Bishop Robert J. 
Cunningham, then Bishop 
of Ogdensburg, appointed 
him as chancellor and epis­
copal vicar for Diocesan 
Services. In 2005, he was 
given additional responsi­
bilities as diocesan director 
of seminarians. 

In June 2006, while re­
taining his diocesan re­
sponsibilities, Bishop-elect 
Lucia was appointed pastor 
of St. John the Evangelist 
Church in Morristown and 
St. Peter's Church in Ham­
mond with its mission of 
St. Patrick's Church in 
Rossie. He was also ap­
pointed diocesan director 
of the Office of Worship. 

In August 2008, the 
bishop-elect was ap­
pointed pastor of the 
Roman Catholic Church of 
St. Mary's in Canton where 
he served until June 2017. 
During this time period, he 
served as the episcopal 
vicar for worship as well as 

Celebrate with Bishop-elect Lucia 

Farewell Mass & Reception: 
St. Mary's Cathedral, Ogdensburg -
July 27 - 4 p.m. Vigil Mass 

• Open to the Public 
• Followed by Reception 

Ordination Eve Evening Prayer: 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Con­
ception, Syracuse - August 7 - 7 
p.m. 

• Open to the Public 
• Meet and greet after service 

Mass of Ordination and Installa­
tion of the Most Reverend Dou­
glas J. Lucia as the eleventh 
Bishop of Syracuse: 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Con-

the adjutant judicial vicar. 
In 2017, Bishop-elect 

Lucia was appointed pastor 
of St. Mary's Church in 
Waddington and St. John 
the Baptist Church in 
Madrid and the judicial 
vicar of the diocese. He 
continued in his role of 
diocesan vocation director 
and director of seminari-

ception, Syracuse - August 8 - 2 
p.m. Consecrator: His Eminence Tim­
othy Cardinal Dolan; Co-consecrators: 
Most Rev. Robert Cunningham and 
Most Rev. Terry LaValley. 

• Due to capacity and related 
safety concerns, this event is by invi­
tation only. No one without an invi­
tation will be allowed to enter the 
Cathedral. 

• The Diocese of Syracuse will 
livestream the Mass. 

Mass ofThanksgiving: Church of 
the Holy Angels, Altona - Sept. 1 -
lOa.m. 

• Open to the Public 
• Reception to follow 

ans. 
On June 4, Pope Francis 

appointed him to be the 
11 th bishop of the Diocese 
of Syracuse. As bishop of 
Syracuse, Bishop- elect 
Lucia will be the shepherd 
of over 220,000 Catholics 
who reside in seven coun­
ties of the diocese covering 
5,479 square miles. 

.~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

St. Man.] 's Church, Cla1] tOll 

Annual Summer Gala & Raffle 
To benefit St. Mary's Church 

(One need not be present to win) 
Ticket Price: $100.00 U .S . (Includes dinner for two, 

two dr inks and cha nces to win - Sorry no take outs) 

1st Prize $10,000.00 
2nd Pr ize $2,000.00 
3rd & 4th $500.00 

5th & 6th Prize $250.00 
7th - ll th Prizes $100.00 

All w inning t ickets will be returned to drum a nd be 
eligible for a ll 11 p r izes. 

Where: The Cerow Aren a at Clayton Recreation P ark 
When: Tuesday, Au gu st 6 , 5 :30 p. m . t o 10 p .m . 

Make checks payable and mail to: 
St. Mary's Church 

521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624 
(315) 686-3398 

Name __________________________________ _ 

Addressi _________________ __ 

City __________ State __ Zip __ _ 

Phone _____ ----::--::----:-_::--_----::-______ _ 
Must be 18 to purchase 
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A conversation with Bishop-elect Lucia 
By Darcy Fargo 
Editor 

OGDENSBURG - The North 
Country Catholic sat down 
with Bishop-elect Douglas j. 
Lucia to discuss his reaction 
to the appointment, leaving 
the North Country and 
shepherding the Diocese of 
Syracuse. The following is a 
transcript of that conversa­
tion. 

You've had a bit of time to 
process the appointment. 
How do you feel? 

CHUCK WAINWRIGHT/CATHOLIC SUN 
I'm excited in the sense 

that it's nothing I would've 
ever thought of doing, but I 
like a challenge. This is 
going to cause me to stretch 
and grow, and that's a good 
thing. On the other hand, 
it's intimidating in the sense 
that I go from basically 
being pastor of local 
churches to being pastor of 
a diocese. I kind of ask my­
self, "how am I going to do 
this?" I keep saying, 'Tm 
going to do it like I try to do 
in the parishes I've served -

Bishop-elect DouglasJ. Lucia is pictured in Cathedral of the Immaculate Con­
ception in Syracuse, where he celebrated Mass there with Bishop Robert J. 
Cunningham, current bishop of the diocese. 

by getting to know people 
and by consulting. One of 
the themes I've been shar­
ing is that I just want to ac­
company them. I want to be 
there for folks and accom­
pany them on their journey 
with the Lord. That's how 
I've lived as a parish priest, 
and that's how I intend to 
live as bishop. 

JOB OPENING 
Assistant Director of Education for Faith Formation 

and Catholic Schools 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Ogdensburg is seeking an 
Assistant Director of Education for Faith Formation and 
Catholic Schools. The position is located in Plattsburgh, N.Y. 
and is responsible for the implementation of the Diocesan 
Catholic school and parish Religion Curricula, oversight of 
the Growth in Faith Certification Program, organization and 
management of the Eastern Region Faith Formation Office 
and guidance to Catholic school administrators throughout 
the diocese relative to all aspects of Catholic identity. The 
Assistant Director works in collaboration with Department 
of Education and Youth Office personnel. The Assistant 
Director must be a practicing Catholic, have a Master's 
Degree or a Bachelor's Degree with extensive experience in 
the desired field, namely, catholic school education and 
faith formation . Additional qualifications include: 
experience in a catholic school, knowledge of curriculum 
development and implementation, a proven record in 
interpersonal skills which enable mentoring and supervision 
of teachers and catechists and competency in the use of 
technology both administratively and in instructional 
settings. 

Submit letter of interest, resume and three professional 
references to : 

Human Resources Office 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 

P.O. Box 369, Ogdensburg, NY 13669. 
Deadline for application is July 12, 2019. 

What was your initial re­
action to the announce­
ment? 

Total shock. I was not ex­
pecting it. The morning I 
got the call, Memorial Day, I 
did not have my cell phone 
with me. I went back to the 
rectory after spending my 
morning at both cemeter­
ies, and I saw I had two calls 
from Washington within 15-
20 minutes, but no mes­
sage. I thought, "who's 
trying to get ahold of me?" 
First, I thought maybe it 
was one of my cousins - I 
have family in Washington. 
Then I checked to see if it 
was a scam. Nothing sug­
gested it was a scam. I knew 
the day before, Bishop 
(Terry R. LaValley) had re­
ceived a call from Washing­
ton. I was with him when 
the call came in. I sent a text 
to him, saying "I received 
two calls from Washington 
this morning. Any idea 
what this is about?" The 
message I got back was in 
bold letters: "Make the call 
now." I responded back, 
"But there wasn't a mes­
sage." (Bishop LaValley) said 
"tell them you have caller 
ID." I called. The Nuncio, 
asked if I was alone and 
said, "I have something to 
talk to you about, some­
thing to tell you." He told 
me I had been named 

The North (ountry (atholic will celebrate 
the ordination and installation of 

the Most Reverend Douglas J. Lucia 
as the eleventh Bishop of Syracuse 

in a special edition to be published Aug. 14 
bishop of Syracuse. I was 
stunned. I think he knew I 
was stunned. He said," you 
do know Syracuse." I told 
him I was. He said, "do you 
accept?" I said, "I do, arch­
bishop." It went from there. 
I was totally shocked. I re­
member sitting in rectory 
completely stunned. 

You're from here. How do 
you feel about leaving the 
North Country? 

I love the North Country, 
but there's the excitement 
of getting to know another 
part of the state. There's ex­
citement and newness. But 
after 30 years of ministry in 
this diocese, I never really 
thought of serving any 
other pace. This is a change 
for me. I'll miss the people 
more than anything, but I'll 
greatly miss the St. 
Lawrence River. I've lived on 
that river for many years. 

How has your experience 
in the North Country pre­
pared you for this next 
step? 

First, Central New York is 
like Northern New York, as 
far as it's a lot of small 
towns with a few bigger 
cities. I'm used to rural. I'm 
used to driving to get 
places. Having to traverse 
our diocese has been help­
ful. Second, dealing with 
parish mergers has given 
me an insight into what 
goes on in that process and 
how communities react. I 
think that will help me, 
since that will be one of my 
challenges in Syracuse. 
Third, my work in vocations 
will help me work in voca­
tions in Syracuse, as well. 
Finally, I think of the pas­
toral experience the people 
in the North Country have 
given me. The people of the 
north country have made 

me the man and the priest 
that I am. I bring that with 
me to Syracuse. 

You and Bishop laValley 
are good friends. Has he 
given you any advice? 

To be myself. And I find 
myself going back to a piece 
of advice he gave me back 
when I was ordained: 
"Choose your words 
wisely." 

What will be your motto 
and why? 

"In the name of jesus." 
During the week I couldn't 
say anything about this an­
nouncement, when I had 
time to be by myself, those 
words kept coming to me. 
They're from Acts 3:16, the 
encounter of Peter and john 
with the paralytic in the 
temple during the after­
noon hour of prayer. Peter 
meets him along the way. 
The man is stuck. Peter 
looks at him, "I have neither 
silver nor gold, but what I 
do have I give you: in the 
name of jesus, walk." That 
encounter gives that man 
new life. That's the model of 
what I want ministry to be. 

What will be your initial 
priorities as bishop? 

Get to know the diocese 
of Syracuse. I would like 
very much over course of 
next three years or so - it's 
gOing to take me that long -
to spend a weekend in each 
of the parish dusters/com­
munities in the diocese, just 
so I can get to know people 
and see parish life in Syra­
cuse. It'll also help me know 
the needs better. Based on 
my first impressions, 
they're very welcoming in 
Syracuse. There's an excite­
ment right now. As I have 
said to the people of Syra­
cuse, I come to serve. That's 
really what I want to do. 
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Seton Catholic names to 
PLAmBURGH - Sofia DeJordy 

and Abigail Boule are top 
graduates in the Seton 
Catholic School Class of 
2019. 
VAlEDIGORIAN 

Sofia DeJordy, the 
daughter of Sophie and 
John DeJordy, is class vale­
dictorian with a Grade 
Point Average of 98.16. 

In addition to her stud­
ies, Miss DeJordy has par­
ticipated on the varstiy 
cross country, indoor track 
& field and outdoor track & 
field teams. She has been 
appointed to the Seton 
Catholic chapter of Na­
tional Honor Society as 
well as the Student Leader­
ship Team. Fellow stu­
dents elected Miss 
DeJordy as secretary of the 
Student Council. During 
the summer, Miss DeJordy 
shadows at Dr. Cristina 
Trutia's psychiatry prac­
tice and works as a tempo­
rary office secretary there. 

Sofia DeJordy 

and Technologists as a del- tional Honor Society and 
egate. the Student Leadership 

This fall, Miss DeJordy Team. 
will attend Queens Univer- Miss Boule's achieve­
sity, where she plans to ments and awards include 
major in psychology and Clarkson Leadership 
minor in life sciences with Award; Hobey Baker High 
the intention to pursue a School Character Award; 
career in psychiatry. 
SALUTATORIAN 

raduates of 2019 

Abigail Boule 

Student Leadership Team Northern Soccer League 
member; National Honor Division II First Team All­
Society secretary; varsity Star; CVAC Girls Hockey 
soccer team captain; var- First Team All-Star. 
sity hockey team captain; This fall, Miss Boule will 
captain of the 2019 Sec- attend Siena College, 
tion VII Girls Hockey where she plans to major 
Championship Team; in biology. Miss DeJordy's achieve­

ments and accomplish­
ments include the Gary 
Ryan Sportsmanship 
Award; 2018 NYSPHSM 
Sportsmanship Award 
(cross country); John ]. 
Herbert Memorial All-Aca­
demic Award; National 
Junior Honor Society Pres­
ident; National Honor Soci­
ety President; captain of 
the cross country, indoor 
track & field and outdoor 
track & field teams; CVAC 
Cross Country All-Star; All­
State Cross Country Team 

Abigail Boule, the daugh­
ter of Michael and Chris­
tine Boule, is class 
salutatorian with a Grade 
Point Average of 97.9l. 

For extracurricular activ­
ities, Miss Boule has partic­
ipated on the varsity 

Congratulations Father Bill! 
soccer, hockey, tennis and 
track & field teams. She 
has also played for Platts-
burgh Football Club and 
been a member of Key 
Club. Miss Boule's fellow 

Honorable Mention; 
nominated and attended 
the 2018 National Con­
gress of Future Scientists 

students elected her to 
Student Council. Through 
appointment, she has 
been a member of the Na-

- ~---------------------I 1~ 0, ~, ." ' Enjoy the renewal of sprin~ with a subscription I 
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God bless you abundantly as you 
celebrate 60 years of Priesthood. 

From your friends at 
St. Mary's School and Church in 

Ticonderoga. 
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Mouiakel, Duah lead IHC Class of 2019 
WATERTOWN - The academic 

leaders for Immaculate 
Heart Central School Class 
of 2019 are Marialena 
Mouiakel, valedictorian, 
and Dominic Duah, saluta­
torian. 
VALEDIGORIAN 

Marialena Mouiakel, 
daughter of Dr. Marlene 
and Mr. Cyril Mouaikel, 
has an academic average 
of 98.440. 

Miss Mouiakel has com­
pleted several Advanced 
Placement courses and 
has been the recipient of 
several prestigious 
awards including Miss 
Thousand Islands Out­
standing Teen 2017, 2nd 
Place New York State 
Mathematics League Cer­
tificates of Merit, NYSSMA 
Zone 5 Area All-State Cho­
rus (Alto), $1,500 New 
York State Scholarship for 
Excellence Award, Interna­
tional Catholic Citizenship 

Marialena Mouiakel 

Essay Champion in 2017, 
and Sisters of St. Joseph 
Department Awards for 
the English Department as 
well as the Foreign Lan­
guage Department. 

LOV~, 
NATURALLY! 

NATURAL ~AMILY 
PLANNING 

She has participated in 
Senior High Bi-County 
Chorus as well as New 
York State School Music 
Association festivals. She 
plays the piano, guitar, 

WWW.USCCB.ORG/NFP 

DIOCESAN N FP OFFICE 
www.rcdony.org/nfp 

Email: apietropaoli@rcdony.org • Tel:518-483-0459 

Dominic Duah 

and ukulele. In addition to 
her participation with the 
Performing Arts Club she 
is a member of Stage 
Notes and has danced for 
Watertown's In Motion 
School of Dance for 14 
years. 

Miss Mouaikel is a mem­
ber of The Society of 
Torch & Laurel, National 
Honor Society, and The 
Northern New York Com­
munity Foundation Youth 
Philanthropy Council 
Chair. She is the Student­
body President, Student 
Council Vice President as 
well as the Performing 
Arts Club Vice President 
for the 2017-2018 school 
year, Founder and Editor 
in Chief of the School 
Newspaper. 

She will attend the Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania, 
where she will double 
major in Cinema and 
Media Studies and Eco­
nomics. 
SALUTATORIAN 

Dominic Duah, son of 
Dr. Eric and Dr. Marylene 
Duah, has an academic av­
erage of 97.875. He has 
completed several ad­
vanced placement courses 
and among rewards re­
ceived are the Sisters of 
st. Joseph Mathematics 

Department award, New 
York State Scholarship for 
Excellence Award, Air 
Force Recruiting Service 
Scholar/Athlete Award, 
and 1 st Place New York 
State Mathematics League 
Certificate of Merit. 

He recently received the 
NYSPHSSA Section III 
Scholar-Athlete Award for 
soccer, basketball, and 
lacrosse. He also served as 
a captain for the varsity 
soccer team. He was a 
Frontier League All Star 
and was selected to the 
2018 All North soccer 
team. 

Mr. Duah served on The 
Northern New York Com­
munity Foundation Youth 
Philanthropy Council, Im­
maculate Heart Central 
School's Mystery Players, 
and served as Student­
Body Representative. He 
is a member of National 
Honor Society, the Per­
forming Arts Club, Sci­
ence Club, Faith 
Community Service, and 
was a member of the pa­
triotism committee and 
Vice President of the News 
Paper Club. 

He will attend the Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania, 
where he will major in 
Mathematics. 
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Environmental Stewardship 

Climate change: 
A moral issue? 

There are many people in the 
North Country who view global 
warming as a welcome occurrence, 
as it seems to imply lower heating 
costs and more favorable tempera­
tures for being outside. However,a 
thermally stimulated atmosphere is 
producing more than just periodic 
bouts of warmer temperatures. 
Major disruptions to global weather 
patterns and more intense storm 
systems are also a consequence of 
climate change. As Christians, we 
should believe in,and try to practice, 
the principle that the welfare of our 
neighbors is more important than 
satisfying our personal needs and 
pleasures. 

In our country alone, every year 
there is a growing number of people 
who are either temporarily or per­
manently displaced from their 
homes because offlooding and 
wildfires. The same is true around 
the world as unprecedented floods, 
droughts,and wildfires are forcing 
people to abandon their ways of life 
and seek refuge far from their 
homelands. 

While warmer than normal tem­
peratures may seem betterforcrop 
production, farmers all over the 
world during these past few 
decades have been experiencing in­
creasingly more adverse growing 
conditions. While widespread 
famine has not yet occurred in our 
nation, there is no reason to believe 
that it cannot ever happen in this 
modern era. Too much heat,a record 
drought,or flooding during planting 
or harvest season can all turn a po­
tentially bountiful harvest into a 
season with total crop failure. 

The United Nations,along with 
our own nation's intelligence agen­
cies, has reported that social up­
heaval in many regions ofthe world 
can be traced directly or indirectly to 
climate change. It is becoming more 
apparent that the effort to reduce 
our carbon footprint is not just a po­
litical issue but a moral one. As a 
pro-life community, we must take 
measures now to limit the harm we 
are inflicting on the atmosphere. Our 
current way of life is seriously hurt­
ing tens of millions of people,and 
we can do something about it. 

II NOR TH COUNTRY CATHOLIC II DIOCESAN LIFE 
Rest in Peace 

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen who have served in the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 

June 19 - Rev. Gerard Chouinard, 
O.M.I., 1955; Deacon David E 
Moltz, 2011 
June 20 - Rev.James O'Hara, 
1949 
June 21 - Rev.Joseph T. Morior­
ity, O.5.A., 1905; Msgr. Joseph E 
Luker, 1972 
June 23 - Rev. Edward Chevalier, 
O.MJ., 1894; Rev. Donat Mor­
risette, O.M.I., 1976 
June 24 - Rev.John Simard, 
1943; Msgr. Timothy P. Holland, 
1948; Rev.Joseph P. Ryan, 1968; 
Rev. W. Cyril Rapin, 2006 
June 2S - Rev.J. Rodrique Lau­
zon, 1944 
June 26 - Rev. Charles ETurgeon, 
1888; Rev.Jean Baptiste Frigon, 
O.M.I., 1930; Rev. Arthur St. Cyr, 
O.M.I.,1957 
June 27 - Rev. Auguste A. 
Brunet, O.M.I., 1866; Rev. Francis 
x.charbonneau, 1928 
June 28 - Rev. John J. Regnery, 
O.5.A., 1954 
June 29 - Rev. Pierre Huet de la 
Valiniere, 1806; Rev. Adonat L. 
Dufresne, 1940; Rev. Gilbert J. 
Faucher, 1981; Deacon Francis E. 
LeRoux, 1996 
June 30 - Rev, George E Maroun, 
2016 
July 1 - Rev. Norbert Callahan, 
M.5.C., 1909; Rev. William A.O'­
Connor, 1922; Rev. P. Leon Legault, 
1991 
July 2 - Rev. Richard A. Gleason, 
O.5.A., 1939; Rev. Denis E 
Finnegan, 1951 ;Msgr.John A. 
Stone, 1964; Msgr. Francis J. Con­
nors, 1977; Rev. George A. 
Lemieux, 1993; Rev.John M. 
Crable, 2012 

Protecting God's Children 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has 
scheduled sessions for Protecting 
God's Children for Adults. 
Pre-registration online is required. 
Participants may preregister at 
www.virtus.org. 
Upcoming sessions: 
June 2S -10 a.m., Camp Guggen­
heim, Saranac Lake 

Bishop's Public Schedule 

June 19 -10:30 a.m.- Diocesan 
Finance Council Meeting followed 
by lunch at Bishop's Residence 

6 p.m. - Our Lady's Outreach 
Ministry Dinner at Wadhams Hall 
June 20 - 9:45 a.m. - Episcopal 
Council Meeting at Bishop's resi­
dence followed by lunch 
June 21-10:50 a.m.- Mass at 
StJoseph's Home in Ogdensburg 
June 22 - 1 p.m. - Graduation 
Ceremony for Seton Catholic sen­
iors at SUNY Plattsburgh 
June 23 - 1 :30 p.m. - Mass fol­
lowed by Eucharistic Procession at 
St. Mary's Church in Canton 
June 26 - Noon -Teacher of the 
Year Luncheon to honor Shannon 
Margrey from Augustinian Acad­
emy in Carthage at Bishop's Resi­
dence 
June 27 - 5:30 p.m. - Diocesan 
Review Board Meeting at Bishop's 
Residence with dinner to follow 
June 30 - 3 p.m. - Lay Ministry 
Commissioning at St. Mary's 
Cathedral 
July 2 - 4:30 p.m. - Mass for 
Youth Camp at Camp Guggenheim 
in Saranac Lake 

To Report Abuse 
If you have a complaint of sus­
pected misconduct involving 
diocesan clergy, religious, employ­
ees or volunteers, contact Victims 
Assistance Coordinator, Terri­
anne Yanulavich, Adult & Youth 
Counseling Services of Northern 
New York, 31 Sixth Street, Malone, 
NY 12953; 
terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 
Phone: Day: 518-651-2267, Night: 
518-569-0612; or Father Christo­
pher Carrara, the Episcopal Vicar 
for Pastoral Personnel at 315-393-
2920 

Letters to the Editor 

We welcome letters from read­
ers of the North Country Catholic. 

• Due to space limitations, we 
ask that the number of words be 

limited to 300. 
• Send letters to North Country 

Catholic, PO Box 326, Ogdensburg, 
NY, 13669 or e-mail to 
news@northcountrycatholic.org 

• Join the conversation! 

IHe offers Virtual 
High School option 

WATERTOWN - Immaculate Heart Central School partnered 
with Virtual High School (VHS) to offer selected 6-12 grade 
students the opportunity to expand their educational ex­
perience and participate in an asynchronous online 
course that is not offered at IHC for the 2019-20 school 
year. 

Students who enroll in a VHS course will be taught by a 
certified teacher in the subject area. Students will be able 
to complete Advanced Placement, honors, credit recovery, 
middle school, and summer school courses at anytime 
and anyplace. 

VHS offers challenging classes for students across abil­
ity levels and students are monitored by a Site Coordina­
tor, a certified IHC faculty member. 

Middle school students also have access to high quality 
and challenging classes, such as sign language, computer 
programming, foreign languages, video game deSign, 
screenwriting and much more. 

An IHC riSing senior recently enrolled in the one-semes­
ter Honors Animal Behavior and Zoology class, and more 
students have inquired about registering for courses. 

All students who are interested in taking a VHS course 
must complete an application. Applications must be re­
viewed by the Principal and the VHS Site Coordinator. Stu­
dents who demonstrate good time-management skills 
and have a history of completing assignments success­
fully and on time will be eligible to take an online course. 

Students who have schedule conflicts will also benefit 
greatly from what VHS has to offer. 

The Virtual High School and/or its programs/courses 
are accredited by The Middle States Association, Ad­
vancED, and the NCAA. Flex and summer courses are not 
NCAA approved. 

Send on lor Fr. Joe 

Before Fr. Joe leaves Malone on June 26th 
to begin his new assignment at SI. Paul University in Ottawa, 

come out to thank him for his priestly ministry at SI. Andre's Parish, 
and to wish him well in the future 

Sunday, June 23rd 
in the Social Hall at St. John Bosco 

following the 11 :OOam Mass 
and Corpus Christi Procession 

We will begin our Farewell to Fr. Joe with .. 
•• On June 22nd walking from St. Helen 's to SI. John Bosco; 
.. On June 23rd - 11 :OOam Mass at Notre Dame Church; and 

.. Reception at St. John Bosco Social Hall following the 11 am Mass 
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Three weeks & $3,000: The birth of youth camp 
By Darcy Fargo 
Editor 

SARANAC LAKE - Though Ed­
mond Guggenheim gave 
use of part of his property 
on the Lower Saranac Lake 
to the diocese in 1963, it 
wasn't until a flurry of hap­
penings in 1972 that a 
youth camp could be 
opened there. 

"Edmond Guggenheim 
had donated the property 
and the main dorm build­
ing was there," said Father 
Arthur j. LaBaff, who was 
instrumental in the camp's 
founding. "He was still 
using the lodge. He only al­
lowed seminarians and re­
ligious women to use the 
property. I wanted to use 
the center - then it was 
called Casa de Loa - for 
youth ministry. [ wrote to 
Mr. Guggenheim's secre­
tary. The response was, 'Mr. 
Guggenheim doesn't want 
young people.'" 

The facility was used to 
train seminarians to speak 

Spanish for mission work 
in Mollendo, Peru. 

Then, in March 1972, 
Guggenheim died at age 
84, leaving the camp prop­
erty to the Diocese of Og­
densburg. 

"Bishop (Stanislaus j. 
Brzana) said, 'you can open 
a summer camping pro­
gram,'" Father LaBaff re­
membered. "[ had three 
weeks to organize it and 
$3,000." 

Father LaBaff said he 
wrote to the priests of the 
diocese to announce the 
camp's creation and to seek 
their support in promoting 
the camp. 

"It was wonderful how 
the priests responded," Fa­
ther LaBaff said. "We had 60 
campers - for the first 
week of camp and every 
week after." 

The camp opened with a 
staff comprised of Dan 
Benware, Mark Bennett, 
Tom Killian, Mary Lou 
Dupre (now Killian), Tom 
Schnedeger, three former 

CELEBRATE ST. MARY'S SCHOOL, 
TICONDEROGA 

EDUCATING FOR 60 YEARS! 

• only 500 tickets sold 
• 23 chances to win 
• your ticket is included in each drawing: 

Second Prize $500 (Four awarded) 
Third Prize $250 (Eight awarded) 
Fourth Prize $100 (Ten awarded) 

• you need not be present to win 

Drawing to be held July 26, during 60th school celebration 
Any questions, call 518-585-7433 

If you w ish to buy tickets by mail, please fill out the 
form by July 16th & enclose your check made out to: 

•
~ St. Mary's School 

• -'/ 64 Amherst Avenue 
"_ .• ' Ticonderoga, NY 12883 

NAME ________________________________ __ 
ADDRESS _______________ _ 

Phone __________________________________ __ 

~ __________ ~~n_a~~n~:~~O~ ___________ , 

An early Camp Gugggenheim staff poses for a staff photo. Pictured are (front row, from left) Mary Dicks, 1977 camp 
director, Dick Demers, Karin McDermott, Mary Lou DuPre Kilian, (middle) Father Tom Moody,Jayne Honer, Gwen 
Cote, Tom Kilian, (back) Tom Pominville, Father Pat Ratigan, Sue (last name unknown), Paula Martin and Dave Wis­
niewski. 

religious sisters, a water­
front director and a camp 
physician, Dr. John Mur­
phy. 

"We had the waterfront 
and the dorms, and we 
took the kids up Mount 
Baker, we walked to the fish 
hatchery, we showed films 
we checked out at the li­
brary at night, and we 
started the volleyball 
court," said Father LaBaff. 
"We did four weeks of 
camp, six days of camp 
each week. We'd get done 
Saturday at noon, and we'd 
immediately start washing 
the floors, cleaning the 
bathrooms and cleaning 
the kitchen. The staff had 
to do it all, and it had to be 
done in a hurry." 

The reaction to the first 
year of camp was positive, 
Father LaBaff said. 

"We wanted to give young 
people a good experience 
of church and liturgy," Fa­
ther LaBaff said. "Even if 
they got into high school 

and college and wandered 
away, we wanted them to 
remember these good ex­
periences and come home. 
And many did." 

Father LaBaff noted many 
of the youth participants 
were invigorated in their 
faith by their camp experi­
ence and returned to their 
home parishes to start 
youth programs and youth 
groups. 

The efforts to involve 
campers in liturgy was bol­
stered by Father Peter But­
ler, who, working with 
Father LaBaff, created the 
camp's initial liturgy work­
shop series. 

"We wrote different work­
shops for each day of the 
program," Father LaBaff 
said. ''The youth fully par­
ticipated in the liturgy. 
They did the readings, they 
sang. The waterfront was 
always wonderful, but 
liturgy has always been the 
center of everything at 
camp." 

While the camp has oper­
ated under a number of dif­
ferent directors and staff 
over the year, Father LaBaff 
said it's always made a dif­
ference. 

"Camp has been a great 
source of vocations - to 
priesthood, religious life 
and family life," he said. "A 
lot of people in this diocese 
who are active in min­
istries, active in their 
parishes attended camp. 
When [ first arrived here in 
Clayton, I was approached 
by a parishioner, Donna 
Orvis. She said to me, 'I was 
at the first week of Guggen­
heim.' Now, she's a trustee 
of the parish and a com­
missioned lay minister. 
There are stories like that 
all around the diocese." 

Camp Guggenheim will 
continue to impact lives 
when it begins this year's 
youth camp sessions, start­
ing June 30. For registra­
tion or more information, 
go to rcdony.org. 

Registration is still open for the 2019 Camp Guggenheim season! 
Visit www.rcdony.org for information and registration. 

Weekly sessions begin June 30! 
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Bishops' meeting: actions 
called a 'work in progress' 

BALTIMORE (CNS)-The gathering of U.S. bish­
ops june 11-13 in Baltimore was any­
thing but business as usual. 

''The spring meetings are usually more 
pastoral, and the November meeting has 
a heavier agenda," said Bishop Michael F. 
Burbidge of Arlington, Virginia, who said 
this meeting had a "sense of urgency" 
and momentum to it, both in the smaller 
group gatherings and when the bishops 
were all together. 

"We were here for specific task ... and 
by God's grace we will move forward," he 
said during a june 12 news conference. 

The bishops typically meet twice a year 
as a body. The spring meeting of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops is usu­
ally in june at different locations each 
year, and sometimes it is a retreat. The 
fall meeting in recent years has always 
been in Baltimore. This year's spring 
meeting was switched somewhat last 
minute to the Baltimore location where 
the bishops were not the only ones in the 
hotel space but were adjacent to other 
conference gatherings. 

The other time a spring bishops' meet­
ing was almost entirely devoted to the 
church crisis was the 2002 meeting in 
Dallas, just months after the church was 
reeling from a clergy sexual abuse crisis 
that made headlines in The Boston 
Globe. 

But where that meeting focused on 
misconduct by priests, this year's meet­
ing looked at responding to the miscon­
duct of some bishops and the failure of 
some bishops to properly address abuse . 

Since their two general assemblies last 
year, the bishops have been confronted 
with an overwhelming need to prove to 
U.S. Catholics that abuse within their 
own ranks won't be tolerated. They were 
hit with allegations last summer that one 
of their own, former Cardinal Theodore 
E. McCarrick, had committed abuses 
over decades. Then just a week before 
the spring meeting, details emerged 
from the Vatican-ordered investigation 
of retired Bishop Michael]. Bransfield of 
Wheeling-Charleston, West Virginia, 
highlighting financial and sexual impro­
prieties. 

Names of both bishops came up during 
the assembly at different points, when 
the bishops spoke about protocols to put 
in place to make sure these incidents 
wouldn't happen again. 

Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galve-

ston-Houston, president of the U.S. Con­
ference of Catholic Bishops, opened the 
meeting june 11 by saying: "We begin the 
sacred work this week of purging the evil 
of sexual abuse from our church." 

But just the week before, he had faced 
his own accusation, which he strongly 
denied, of having mishandled an accusa­
tion of sexual misconduct case against 
his former vicar general. 

The bishops also had the weight of un­
finished business upon them in this 
spring's gathering: policies and proce­
dures in response to the abuse crisis that 
they had put aside at last year's fall gen­
eral assembly at the Vatican's request. 
They also had a new, but related, item: 
their plan to implement Pope Francis' 
norms issued May 9 to help the church 
safeguard its members from abuse and 
hold its leaders accountable. 

Although the bishops passed all the 
abuse measures before them, none of 
them said these actions would hit the 
reset button for the church. In closing re­
marks, Cardinal DiNardo acknowledged 
that the steps they had taken were a 
"work in progress." 

They voted to implement the norms 
contained in the pope's "motu proprio" 
on responding to sexual abuse in the 
church and they also approved all of 
their own measures including a promise 
to hold themselves accountable to the 
commitments of their "Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young Peo­
ple," including a zero-tolerance policy for 
abuse. 

"We, the bishops of the U.S., have heard 
the anger expressed by so many within 
and outside the church over these fail­
ures," that document said, adding: ''The 
anger is justified; it has humbled us, 
prompting us into self-examination, re­
pentance and a desire to do better, much 
better. We will continue to listen." 

In other votes, the bishops approved 
actions they can take when a retired 
bishop resigns or is removed "due to sex­
ual misconduct with adults or grave neg­
ligence of office, or where subsequent to 
his resignation he was found to have so 
acted or failed to act." They also ap­
proved the implementation of an inde­
pendent third-party system that would 
allow people to make confidential re­
ports of abuse complaints against bish­
ops through a toll-free number and 
online. 

CATHOLIC 
WORLD 

AT A GLANCE 
Judge: Abortion clinic can stay open at least until June 21 
WASHINGTON (CNS) - A circuit court judge in St. Louis ordered the Mis­
souri Department of Health and Senior Services June 10 to allow the 
Planned Parenthood clinic in St. Louis, Missouri's only abortion clinic, to stay 
open at least until June 21, when he said the agency must decide if it will 
renew the facility's license. If it closes, Missouri would be the first state with­
out an operating abortion facility since the U.S. Supreme Court issued its rul­
ing on Roe v. Wade in 1973. Women who want an abortion would have to go 
to the neighboring state of Illinois. Circuit Judge Michael Stelzer set a new 
hearing for the morning of June 21 . His most recent ruling followed his ear­
lier temporary restraining order he handed down to allow the clinic to re­
main open until June 4. That action came after the state health department 
said the facility would have to close May 31 because it failed to make 
changes the department said were necessary to have its license renewed. 

Border bishops address different crisis involving children 
BALTIMORE (CNS) - While the sex abuse crisis consumed the June meeting 
of the U.s. Conference of Catholic Bishops in Baltimore, prelates who work on 
the border, such as Bishop Daniel E. Flores of Brownsville, Texas, have been 
facing a different crisis also involving children. In less than a year, at least six 
children are believed to have died while in the custody of immigration offi­
cials along the border. While immigration along the U.S. southern border 
once involved almost exclusively men looking for work, women with chil­
dren or entire families are now the ones regularly making the dangerous 
trek, fleeing poverty and violence. "I know this gathering has been domi­
nated by the question of abuse and we have to deal with (it)," Bishop Flores 
said in an interview with Catholic News Service June 12. "It has to be clear 
that this is something that will not be tolerated." However, he said, the 
church also must "express" itself more strongly about its teachings when it 
comes to migrants and the situation along the border is one affecting the 
most vulnerable in society, including many children. 

Coadjutor: Church's priority to help 'people encounter Christ' 
SEATTLE (CNS) - As the Catholic Church continues to grapple with the 
clergy abuse crisis and the failures of leadership, its members must face the 
issue but also move beyond anger, Archbishop Paul D. Etienne said in his 
homily at a June 7 Mass of reception for him as Seattle's coadjutor. He said 
the day's Gospel reading, John 21 :15-19, holds lessons for the faithful. In the 
passage, Christ asks Peterthree times, "Do you love me?" Peter is hurt but 
responds three times that he does in fact love him. Three times Jesus tells 
Peterto take care of his sheep. "My friends, Jesus' love for Peter as intimately 
portrayed in the Gospel today," the archbishop said, "is teaching us that we 
cannot allow ourselves to remain at surface level anger, disappointment and 
resentment about failures of leadership in the church today. Nor can we sim­
ply skirt the issue." He told the congregation that "Jesus did not allow his 
disappointment in Peter to cause him to abandon Peter, nor to abandon his 
plans for Peter. Jesus did not let Peter's failures stir anger and resentment 
within him, or if it did - Jesus moves beyond those surface emotions to the 
central question of love. And, in asking Peter if he loves him, Jesus clearly is 
not skirting the issue at hand, either," he said. 
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Protecting seal of confession called essential 
SALEM,Ore.(CNS) - When Ethan 

K. Alano walks into the 
reconciliation room at 
Queen of Peace Catholic 
Church in Salem, he bares 
his soul before God and 
goes into detail about his 
sins during confession. 
Alano's trust in the priest 
is solid. 

He is certain that any­
thing he says in the con­
fessional is confidential, 
allowing him to air his sins 
in complete specificity so 
that he may receive a just 
penance, reaffirming his 
relationship with the Lord. 

That penitential confi­
dence is a centuries-old 
rite in Catholicism and 
protecting it from govern­
mental intrusion goes be­
yond tradition, religious 
freedom and church law, 
said Auxiliary Bishop Peter 
L. Smith of Portland, who 
also is a canon lawyer. 

It disenfranchises the 
sacrament if the faithful 
believe there is the slight­
est possibility that civil au­
thorities could compel a 
priest to reveal what they 
have shared in the confes­
sional, Bishop Smith told 
Catholic News Service in a 
May interview. 

In the confessional, 
"people encounter the 
mercy of God," he said. 
'They encounter God's for­
giveness of them, but they 
also encounter the Lord 
helping them to live their 
lives more fully as he calls 
them to. So, that's what we 
should experience in the 
sacrament of reconcilia­
tion." 

It's the humanitarian 
benefit for the individual 
and society that has moti­
vated the church in mak­
ing the priest-penitent 
privilege absolute . 

So much so that the 
Code of Canon Law states 
the penalty for a priest 
who violates the seal of 
confession is automatic 
excommunication, which 
can only be lifted by the 

~ 
JUNE 22 - JUNE 29 

RELIGIOUS 
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pope himself. 
The punishment is that 

severe because penitents 
must be able to confess 
their sins in specificity in 
order to be reconciled 
with God and trust that 
the priest will honor confi­
dentiality of the confes­
sional, said Father Thomas 
V. Berg, professor of moral 
theology at St. Joseph's 
Seminary in Yonkers, New 
York. 

The sanctity of the seal 
of the confession fre­
quently prompts priests to 
assert that it's an easy 
choice to make when de­
ciding if they will obey a 
civil law that would com­
pel them to reveal infor­
mation heard in the 
confessional or face 
church penalty and eternal 
damnation. 

"I would never, ever 
allow them to force me to 
tell them anything I heard 
in the confessional," said 
Father Lawrence C. Goode, 
pastor of St. Francis of As­
sisi Catholic Church in 
East Palo Alto, California. 
"Certainly, I'd be willing to 
go to jail over it." 

Elected officials in the 
United States, Australia, 
the United Kingdom, Ire­
land and Chile have in re­
cent years proposed laws 
that would compel priests 
to violate the seal of con­
fession to report cases of 
child sexual abuse dis­
closed in the confessional. 

While priests, bishops 
and Catholic leaders are 

especially sensitive to the 
need to bring those who 
sexually abuse children to 
justice - given the scan­
dals that have dogged the 
church in recent years, 
they object to any viola­
tion of the priest-penitent 
privilege in the confes­
sional. 

From a canonical view­
point, the priest serves as 
a liaison between the pen­
itent and God in the con­
fessional and any 
information he hears 
doesn't belong to him and 
therefore is not his to re­
veal, said Dominican Fa­
ther Pius Pietrzyk, a canon 
and civil lawyer who 
teaches at St. Patrick's 
Seminary and University 
in Menlo Park, California. 

Historically, the church 
has affirmed the inviola­
bility of the seal fre ­
quently, from the Fourth 
Lateran Council in 1215 
through the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church and 
the 1983 Code of Canon 
Law. 

What we know today as 
penance, or reconCiliation, 
wasn't always a one-on­
one confession between 
the priest and penitent. 

"Clearly, the ministry of 
forgiveness and reconcili­
ation is part of the mission 
entrusted by Christ to the 
apostles," said Father 
Ronald T. Kunkel, theology 
professor at Mundelein 
Seminary at the University 
of St. Mary of the Lake in 
Illinois, near Chicago. "So, 

reconciliation began as a 
process whereas those 
who had been baptized, 
but had fallen into serious 
sin after baptism, could be 
reintegrated into the com­
munity" and receive the 
Eucharist. 

In the early centuries of 
the church, reconciliation 
was a public process, Fa­
ther Kunkel told CNS in an 
April interview. 

"People were in what was 
called the Order of Peni­
tents, very much compara­
ble to the RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of 
Adults), so they were pub­
licly identifiable as per­
sons who were 
undergoing this period of 
penance in order to be 
fully reunited with the 
community," he said. 
"And, they were only al­
lowed to go through that 
process once in their life­
time." 

In the sixth century, 
when monks from Ireland 
began to travel throughout 
continental Europe, they 
brought with them their 
penitential practices of the 
church, which included in­
dividual, repeatable con­
fession. 

That model became pop­
ular and after some resist­
ance it was accepted 
throughout the church, Fa­
ther Kunkel said. 

It allowed confession to 
be private, confidential 
and frequent, he said. 

Elected officials who 
craft legislation frequently 
don't understand the true 
nature of confession and 
see it as a get-out-of-jail­
free card for penitents, 
Bishop Smith said. 

However, if the priest is 
acting within the true 
spirit of the sacrament, he 
helps guide the penitent to 
making restitution if the 
sin has wronged someone 
else and he can withhold 
absolution if he doesn't 
believe they are truly sorry 
for their offense, he said. 

"One of the most impor­
tant things and probably 
overlooked about confes­
sion is that first and fore­
most it's a human need," 
Father Berg said. "For cen­
turies it has been the trust 
and the certainty of the 
laity that that is the one 
place they could relieve 
conscience of anything." 

Weekly confession for 
Elizabeth E. Santamaria of 
Palo Alto, California, has 
provided her with the 
serenity and stability she 
says she needs as she and 
her husband prepare for 
the birth of their first child 
later this year. 

"Because I go to confes­
sion about once a week, 
I'm routinely examining 
my conscience in prepara­
tion and the counsel I re­
ceive from the priest as he 
gives me my penance is 
invaluable," Santamaria 
said in a May interview 
with CNS. "Not only does it 
unburden me of my sins, I 
believe it makes me a bet­
ter person and a better cit­
izen of the world." 

Confession shouldn't be 
confused with psychother­
apy, said Father Timothy]. 
Mockaitis, pastor of Queen 
of Peace Catholic Church 
in Salem, Oregon. 

"It's not a place for long­
term counseling," Father 
Mockaitis told CNS. "But, 
the priest will offer spiri­
tual counsel." 

That spiritual guidance 
is what Madison Richter­
Egger of Omaha, Nebraska, 
has come to depend on in 
her regular confessions, to 
keep her emotionally and 
morally grounded. 

"When I'm the most hon­
est and raw with what's 
happened in my life in the 
past month - or however 
long it's been since my last 
confession - is when it's 
most fruitful for me," 
Richter-Egger said. "I don't 
know where I would be 
without it. It's really im­
portant to me." 
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ADIRONDACK 
SUMMER RETREAT 
Saranac Lake - A summer retreat will 
be held for adults. Come aside to the 
mountains and rest awhile with the 
Lord. 

Date: Aug. 9-11 
Place: Guggenheim Lodge, Saranac 

Lake 
Features: The thene will be"Explor­

ing a Spirituality of God's Creation 
through the Seasons," as inspired by 
Ecclesiastes 3:1,"There is a season for 
everything ... " Each season of the year 
has a message to teach us about how 
to live more fully as Jesus calls us to do. 
Retreat will include presentations, with 
opportunities for personal and group 
prayer with time for sharing. Presenters 
are Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ, faith 
formation educator; Tom Kalinowski, 
former biology teacher and author of 
two nature books; and Father Paul 
Kelly, celebrant for Mass on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Cost: Suggested offering is $150. For 
tenting or commuter options, the sug­
gested offering is $100. 

Contact: For more information, or to 
register, call 315-212-6592 or email sr­
bethssj@gmail.com. 

FALL RETREAT 
Saranac Lake - A fall retreat will be 
held for adults. 

Date: Sept. 13-15 
Place: Guggenheim Lodge, Saranac 

Lake 
Features: Facilitated by Sister 

Bethany Fitzgerald, SSJ 
Contact: 315-212-6592 or sr­

bethssj@gmail.com 

CLINTON 

CASH RAFFLE 
Plattsburgh - Seton Catholic to have a 
$10,000 Cash Raffle. 

Date: Drawing will be June 20 
Cost: Tickets are $100 each with 23 

chances to win $10,000 
Features: Each ticket holder is eligi­

ble to win ten $100 prizes, eight $250 
prizes, four $500 prizes and the grand 
prize of $10,000. Added bonus, even if 
you win a smaller prize your ticket will 
go back into the drawing so you still 
have a chance to win a higher amount, 
including the jackpot. 

Contact: Susan FitzPatrick Pellerin 
at spellerin@setonknights.org or 518-
561-4031 ext.2012 to purchase your 
tickets today. 

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY RIGHT TO 

II NOR THe 0 U N TRY CAT H 0 LIe 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 315-394-0670; 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication. 

LIFE MEETING 
Plattsburgh - Champlain Valley Right 
to life meeting to be held. 

Date: July 7 
Time: 1 p.m. 
Place: Newman Center 
Features: Please join us for an in­

formative video, refreshments and an 
interesting discussion! Short business 
meeting, educational materials, we will 
be watching the movie Thine Eyes:Wit­
ness to the March for Life. Free! Bring a 
friend! 

Contact: More info: 518-593-6024 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Plattsburgh- St.Alexander's 15th An­
nual Golf Classic to be held. 

Date: July 12 
Time: Shotgun start at noon 
Place: Barrack's Golf Course 
Cost: $50 for Barrack's members and 

$60 for non-members. 
Features: Price includes compli­

mentary gifts, greens fee, cart, a BBQ 
chicken dinner and much more! 

Contact: If you have any questions, 
please contact Cheryl Dodds at 518-
572-4622 or Jackie at the parish office 
at 518-561-5039. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Plattsburgh - Champlain Valley Right 
to Life is looking for volunteers for the 
Clinton County Fair. 

Date: July 16-21 
Contact: For more information 

please call 518-593-6024. 

JEFFERSON 
STJAMES FAIR 
Carthage - StJames to have its 45th 
annual fair. 

Date: June 20,21 & 22 
Time: Thurs.and Fri., 6 p.m. to 10; 

Sat.12 p.m.to 10 
Place: State Street, Carthage 
Features: Games of Chance, Ontario 

Amusement Rides (wristband day Sat 
from 12 p.m. to 4); Lots of food options 
and Entertainment. 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER 
Watertown - St. Anthony's Church 
Altar Rosary Society to have a 
spaghetti dinner. 

Date: June 27 
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Place: Msgr. Sechi Hall 
Cost: Adults, $8, Children, $4.50; 

Children under 3, Free; Sauce, $5 per 
quart; Meatballs, $.75 each 

Features: Take-out available at 4 
p.m., please bring your own containers 

LEWIS 

LEWIS EUCARISTIC ADORATION 
Lowville - Lewis Eucaristic Adoration 
to be held. 

Date: June 20 
Time: 11:45 a.m. to 1 :30 p.m. 
Place: St. Peter's Church 
Features: To Thank God for & To 

Honor the Most Blessed Sacrament, all 
are invited to one hour of morning 
prayer & mass, exposition, the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, silent adoration, and 
benediction. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS 
Houseville - Divine Mercy Devotions 
for the month of July to be held. 

Date: July 7 
Time:3 p.m. 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Features: The program includes: 

Vespers (Evening Prayer), Exposition of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet and Benediction.AII are 
welcome. 

Contact: 315-348-6260 for more in­
formation. 

ST. LAWRENCE 

BREAKFAST BUFFET 
Norwood - St. Andrew's Church to 
have an Independence Day Breakfast 
Buffet. 

Date: July 4 
Time: 8 a.m. to 11 
Cost: Adults, $7; Child 6-12, $5; 5 and 

under, Free 
Features: Get your tickets for our 

50/50 Raffle 

TRIP TO SEE YANKEES 
The Canton Knights of Columbus is 
once again sponsoring a trip to New 
York City to see the NY Yankees play the 
Toronto Blue Jays. 

Date: July 12 & 13 
Cost: $320 per person, double occu­

pancy you will get Luxury Coach trans­
portation, Ticket to the two ball games, 
one night hotel stay at the La Quinta 
Inn and breakfast on Saturday. 

Features: As an added bonus the 
July 12 game is a Mariano Rivera Bob­
bie Head giveaway and the July 13 
game is Yankees Camo Hat day. 

Contact: For more information orto 
reserve your spot email 
cantonkofc@gmail.comorcaIl315-
714-2016. 

BLESSED IS SHE 
Norwood - Women's group "Blessed is 
She" to offer workshop. 

Date: July 13 
Time:5p.m. 
Place: St.Andrew's Church hall 

(enter through side door) 
Topic: "Just Show Up:You Need Oth­

ers and They Need You" 
Features: There is no cost to attend. 

Dinner will be served, please feel free 
to bring a dish if you wish. 

Contact: RSVP to Sara by July 10 by 
calling ortexting 315-212-7565 or 
email narrow56@gmail.com 

DOVS LUNCHEON 
Norfolk - DOVS (Diocese of Ogdens-

burg Vocation Society) Luncheon to be 
held. 

Date: July 17 
Time: 11 :30 a.m. 
Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center 
Features: Darcy Fargo, editor of the 

North Country Catholic, will be talking 
about Understanding Autism and Cre­
ating Welcoming Faith Communities. 
Open to the public and free of charge. 

Contact: Please register by calling 
Connie Randall at 315-265-2762 or 
Mary Enslow at 315-268-1016. 

WEAVING: COSMOS, EARTH & 
SOUL 
Ogdensburg - A two-day retreat to be 
held. 

Date: Aug.2-3 
Place: Wadhams Hall 
Features: Celtic spirituality nurtures 

a sense ofthe closeness of the natural 
and the spiritual. In a series of talks 
and rituals, participants will be invited 
to deepen their understanding of our 
physical and spiritual connections to 
the universe and the Earth. Presenters 
are Aileen O'Donoghue, St. Lawrence 
University professor of physics, author 
& contributor to the monthly maga­
zine, Living Faith; and De­
lores Hall, Retreat Director, Ottawa, 
Ontario. 

Cost: Suggested offering is $120. 
Contact: For more information or to 

register, contact 315-212-6592 or sr­
bethssj@gmail.com,or 
315-212-0954 or 
mamoriell@twcny.rr.com. 

177 PROJEU 
Canton - An Evening of Adoration and 
Music to be held. 

Date: Sept. 17 
Time: 7 p.m. to 9 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Features: Come join us as we adore 

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament with 
worship music provided by Catholic 
musician,Lee Roessler. This event is 
free and open to all. 

Contact: Amanda at 315-386-2543 
or conklina@canton.eduformore in­
formation. For additional information 
visit www.thel77project.com 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

2019-2021 FORMATION FOR 
MINISTRY PROGRAM 
The 2019-2021 Formation for Ministry 
Program begins September 2019.ln­
formation sessions to be held. 

Schedule: June 20 at St. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 
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Bartholomew's Church,Old Forge at Contact: Father Doug Lucia at dlu-
6:30 p.m. cia@rcdony.orgor315-393-2920or 

Features: If you feel a desire to give 315-388-4466 
more to your parish, we urge you to 
speak with your pastor about becom- DAY OF RECOllECTION 
ing a commissioned lay minister. Saranac Lake -In Conjunction with 

Contact: For more information the discernment retreat there will be a 
about the program, please contact Day of Recollection for High School 
Cathy Russell at crussell@rcdony.org Young Men age 14-17. 

Date: July 6 
SUMMER DISCERNMENT WEEK- Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
END FORMEN Place: Guggenheim Main lodge 
Saranac Lake - Summer Discernment Features: Participants may want to 
weekend retreat weekend for men to bring swim trunks and towel. Parental 
be held. Consent and Medical forms are re-

Date: July 5 at 5 p.m. to July 7 at quired and will be provided when reg-
noon istering. 

Place: Guggenheim Main Lodge Contact: Father Doug Lucia at dlu-
Features: for a time of prayer, re- cia@rcdony.orgor315-393-2920or 

flection, fellowship, & recreation. Par- 315-388-4466 
ticipants should bring Sleeping bag (or 
bedding), towels, toiletries, casual MATER DEI COllEGE REUNION 
clothes, swim trunks, & sweatshirt. Morristown - A reunion will be held 
Overnight retreatants must be age 18 for all Mater Dei alumni, professors, 

45th Annual 

State Street. Carthage 

June 20th, 21st & 22nd 
Thursday and Friday 6 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Saturday 12:00 p.m. -10 p.m. 

Games of Chance 
*Black Jack *Big Six Wheel *Pull Tabs 

RAFFLE - Prizes: 2 First - $500 * Sellers of 1 st 
Prizes: $50 each * 10 Second Prizes - $ 100 each 

***$1 per Ticket 0 6 for $5 0 12 for $10 0 18 for $15*** 
$$$ Drawing Saturday June 22nd $$$ 

Entertainment: 
Reptiles Forever, Westy's Birds of Prey, 

DJ and More! 

s~~~-~~~~!~~~~p_~ ~ 
FOOD 

Italian ~ Leballese ~ American ~ Polish 
oBeer & Wille Tenl 02 Bob 's Burgers olce Cream oClams oSalt Polaloes oFried Dougll 

Speciall'riced Meals for Cllildren Salurda)' 12 p.m. -4 p.m. 

staff, fo rmer students - anyone with an the pilgrims for a picnic lunch on the 
affiliati on with the college. shrine's beautiful grounds. Benediction 

Date :July13 of the Blessed Sacrament will take 
Time :4 p.m. place at 3 p.m. 
Plac e: Ella's on the Bay Features: All pilgrims are invited to 
Feat ures: includes a cash bar, as the picnic lunch and if practical asked 

well as the option to order from the to bring a dish to share. The Knights of 
restaur ant menu. Lester Gates will be Columbus will provide hot dogs, michi-
perform ing. All majors and all years of gans, hamburgers and beverages. 
gradua tion are invited. Lunch is also available in the shrine's 

Cont act: While not required, those cafeteria. 
who pi an to attend are asked to RSVP Contact: For more information 
to Marl a Kinch at 315-323-2572 or please call Pilgrimage Coordinator 
throug h the Facebook page, "MY COL- Peter Keenan at 518-643-9241. 
LEGE D OESN'T EXIST ANYMORE? MATER 
DEI ALU MNI." STEU BENVI llE YOUTH 

CONFERENCE 
KNIGH TS OF COLUMBUS Attention all high school youth, the 
PllGR IMAGE Steubenville Youth Conference to be 
Isle LaM otte, VT - Knights of Columbus, held this summer. 
familie s and friends from throughout Date: July 19 - 21 
the Dio cese of Ogdensburg will partici- Features: The best Catholic speak-
pate in the 71st annual pilgrimage to ers, powerful praise and worship, 
St.Ann e's Shrine. Sacrament of Reconciliation, Celebrate 

Date :July21 of the Holy Mass, sma ll groups, Adora-
Sche dule: The pilgrimage begins tion and more! All with 2,500 other 

withth e celebration of a 12:15 p.m. faithful teens! 
Mass b y Bishop Terry R. LaValley. Fol- Contact: For more information con-
lowing Mass, Bishop LaValley will join tact Dayna Leader Family Life Associate 

f~~~!~~~A~~~~~~S 
all - PRAYER SUGGESTION-
..... Eternal Father, Mass 
, .. , we lift up to you these Rosary 
..... and all the priests or the world Fasting 
'-.. Sanct iry them Day Offering 

<
r--! Hea l and guide them. Eucharistic Adoration 

Mold them into the li keness and Offering o r Sufferings 
holiness or your Son, Jesus, Divine Mercy Chaplet 

all the Eternal High Priest. 
.... May their lives be pleasing to 

Or whatever Ihe Lord 
July inspires you 10 offer Him 

" • you. In Jesus' name we pray. 
... Amen j; 

(Wilhccdcsiaslicalappro"al) 
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at dleader@rcdony.org 315-323-0827 
and visit Family Life Office at www.rc­
dony.org. 

MARRIAGE BUILDING 
WORKSHOP 
Norfolk - Marriage building workshop 
to be held. 

Date: July 27 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: Fr. Amyot Parish Center 
Features: All those interested in 

building/maintaining strong Catholic 
marriages. The theme will be: Loving 
Authentically: Creating Thriving Rela­
tionship in Trying Times. The speaker 
will be Dr. Maura Fehlner. 

Contact: For more information/reg­
istration contact Stephen Tartaglia, 
Family Life Director at (315) 393-2920, 
ext. 1420 or visit rcdony.org/relation­
ships. 

ALTAR SERVER GATHERING 
Ogdensburg - Altar Serving Gathering 
to be held. 

Date: Aug. 16 
Schedule: 10 a.m. Registration and 

Cathedral Tours; 11 a.m. Presentations; 
12 p.m. Mass with Bishop LaValley at 
Cathedral; 1 p.m. Picnic and tour of 
Bishop's House. 

Contact: Register by contacting 
Shayne Lippincott at slippincott@rc­
dony.org or by calling 315-782-3620 
by Aug.9 

FAMilY GUGGENHEIM 
Saranac Lake - Registration is open for 
Family Guggenheim 2019. 

Date: Session 1: Aug.15-18; Session 
2: Aug. 22 - 25; Session 3: Oct. 11-13 

Features: Pray and play with other 
faithful families, enjoy the beautiful 
mountains and lake, beach time, en­
gaging workshops, and liturgies. Fami­
lies of all sizes and ages are welcome! 

Contact: For information contact 
Deacon Henry and Dayna Leader, Fam­
ily Guggenheim Directors dleader@rc­
dony.org 315-323-0827 visit 
https://www.rcdony.org/family­
life/fami ly-guggenheim.html 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

Celebrating the gift of the Eucharist 
Today, we celebrate the 

greatest gift jesus left to 
us - the precious treasure 
of His Divine Pres-
ence. He left us 
His own Body and 
Blood as daily 
nourishment for 
our souls, love to 
warm our hearts, 
courage to share 
our daily crosses. 

rescue mission. Abraham, 
who is neither a military 
man nor a king, with only 

When He solemnly 
commanded us to Monsignor 
"Do this in remem- Paul E. 
brance of me," He Whitmore 
gave us the food to 

a couple of hun­
dred men, bravely 
rescues his 
nephew, Lot, who 
has been taken 
prisoner by a con­
spiracy of foreign 
kings. Another 
king, Melchisedek 
of Salem, is so 
grateful for this 

action that he in­
vites Abraham to a 
royal banquet, of-

nourish both our-
selves and the world 
around us. 

The first reading tells us 
about a very successful 

fering him bread 
and wine, and a special 
blessing. Melchisedek, in­
cidentally, is also a priest. 
Abraham, in turn, shows 

June 23 
Feast of the Body & Blood of Christ 

READINGS 
Genesis 14:18-20 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
Luke 9: 11b-17 

his gratitude by making a 
covenant with this priest, 
offering him a tenth (a 
tithe) of all his property. 
We can easily see why no 
one ever forgot this holy 
meal. 

The second reading is 
also an important one, for 
it's the first sacred writing 
to speak of what jesus did 
at the Last Supper, and to 
tell us of the very words 

jesus spoke in instituting 
the Holy Eucharist. Of 
course, later, the Gospels 
would tell us the full story 
of that sacred night. jesus 
tells us that He himself 
will be the very food of 
sacrifice for the salvation 
of the world and com­
mands the apostles to do 
this over and over until 
the end of time. 

All four Gospels contain 
the great story of the mul­
tiplication of the loaves of 
bread and a couple of fish 
that fed over five thou­
sand. jesus "took, blessed, 
broke, and gave" the food 
on that hillside, just as he 
would later do in the 
Upper Room. Through the 

Eucharist, we ourselves 
are transformed into the 
Body and Blood of jesus. 
"That they all may be one 
as you Father in me, and I 
in them." 

Today's feast is a time 
for stirring up both our 
belief in Eucharist, the hu­
mility to receive it 
worthily, and the convic­
tion that it is, by its very 
nature, the power of 
Christ's divinity that must 
be shared. As it unites us 
with the One who satisfies 
all our yearnings for love 
and fulfillment, so we 
must let that power flow 
through us to a world 
more desperately in need 
of God than ever before. 

Reflections on people and pets 
I love animals, espe­

cially dogs. I cringe when 
I hear stories of animal 
abuse, and I think more 
should be done to crack 
down on puppy mills that 
put profit above decent 
care. Our rescue dog, 
Molly, was a genuine 
sweetheart who stole our 
hearts and ruled our 
house for more than 15 
years. 

That said, I don't think 
our laws should treat ani­
mals better than humans, 
and I'm noticing a trou­
bling trend in that direc­
tion. State lawmakers in 
Albany have introduced 
more legislation this year 
to protect animals than 
ever before; the Senate 
even created a Committee 
on Domestic Animal Wel­
fare. There is legislation 
to create new crimes of 
animal cruelty, neglect 
and abandonment. There 
are bills to ban egg-hatch­
ing projects in class­
rooms, and require 
instruction in the humane 
treatment of animals. 
There's a proposal to cre-

ate a court-appointed ad­
vocate to represent four­
legged creatures in court, 
and another one requiring 
courts to consider the 
best interests of animals 
in divorce cases. There's a 
bill to restrict the use of 
toxic chemicals in pet 
products, and there's 
even legislation to allow 
sick animals access to 
medical marijuana. And 
that's just a small sam­
pling. 

Again, I have nothing 
against animals . But 
should state lawmakers 
really be increasing pro­
tections for dogs and cats 
while decreasing protec­
tions for human beings? 
This year's expansion of 
abortion in New York will 
allow the deaths of viable 
unborn infants and even 
helpless babies mistak­
enly born alive during 
abortion procedures. The 
cruelty is unmistakable. 
Do our elected represen­
tatives not see this? 

How can they fail to see 
the inconsistency of safe­
guarding baby chicks who 

still reside within the egg, 
while celebrating the re­
moval of protections for 
infants residing in 
the womb? 

Do any of our leg­
islators see the 
irony of regulating 
pet groomers, mak­
ing sure they're 
registered and ad­
hering to basic 
standards of care, 
while abortion clin- Kathleen 
ics remain unregu-
lated and Gallagher 
uninspected? 

How can they support 
legislation making it a 
crime to confine a pig 
during pregnancy -- be­
cause "confinement 
within crates can cause 
significant physical and 
psychological trauma" -
yet disregard the very real 
trauma some women en­
dure following abortion? 

Some legislators and the 
governor are now calling 
for a new law to allow sur­
rogate motherhood for 
profit, a bill that actually 
says that a human fetus 
shall have no rights and 

"shall not be viewed as a 
child under the laws of 
this state." What shall she 

be viewed as - a po­
tato, a frog, a 
plant? I suppose 
the point is that the 
child is really a 
product to be man­
ufactured and sold, 
not a human being 
with inherent dig­
nity and value. Per­
haps if the baby 
were viewed as an 
animal, she might 
have some rights. 

Something is out of 
whack in a society where 
animals are afforded 
more liberties and basic 
protections than innocent 
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children. Our Church 
teaches that every human 
being is made in the 
image and likeness of 
God, from the very first 
moment of creation. Each 
one is sacred and irre­
placeable, deserving of 
our respect and worthy of 
the protection of the law. 

Lawmakers need to get 
their priorities straight. 
And we are the ones who 
can move them in the 
right direction. 

YltjljlOft/ A /tt! @ap 
!hI' o/f;crUiO/lJ. 
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ATTHE MOVIES 

MEN IN BLACK: INTERNATIONAL 
NEWYORK(CNS)-With "Men in 

Black: International" (Co­
lumbia), director F. Gary 
Gray serves up an amus­
ing and stylish reboot of 
the sci-fi comedy franchise 
that kicked off in 1997. 

While sometimes dicey 
dialogue and a bizarre off­
screen encounter indicate 
his film is best for mature 
audiences, its restraint in 
other respects makes it 
possibly acceptable for 
older adolescents. 

The globetrotting plot 
revolves around a new­
comer to the titular secret 
force dedicated to regulat­
ing human interactions 
with aliens, Molly, aka 
Agent M (Tessa Thomp­
son). As flashbacks show, 
in childhood, Molly was 
exposed to the work of the 
agency and managed to 
avoid having her memory 
of the event erased with a 
so-called Neuralyzer ac­
cording to the MIB's usual 
MO. 

Thus began a 20-year 

quest to join the team, 
meaning that, once she 
proves her potential to 
bigwig Agent 0 (Emma 
Thompson), M makes an 
avid rookie . Her first as­
signment, however - on 
which she's teamed with 
experienced and respected 
Agent H (Chris 
Hemsworth) - fails disas­
trously. 

Vungus, the royal visitor 
from a distant planet she 
and H have been dis­
patched to protect and en­
tertain during a brief 
sojourn in London, is as­
sassinated by two other 
extraterrestrials. As the 
duo shift their focus to 
hunting down the killers, 
suspicions grow that 
there's a mole in the or­
ganization. 

The head of the London 
office, High T (Liam Nee­
son), has his doubts about 
H's rival, Agent C (Rafe 
Spall), while M begins to 
wonder about H himself. 

As scripted by Art Mar-

CNS PHOTO/SONY PICTURES 
Chris Hemsworth and Tessa Thompson star in a scene from the movie "Men 
In Black: International." 

cum and Matt Holloway, 
this is a pleasant, light­
weight diversion bristling 
with fun gadgetry and 
populated by offbeat crea­
tures, including Pawny 
(voice of Kumail Nanjiani), 
a chess piece who aids H 
and M while providing 
droll commentary on their 
activities. The combat is 
kept thoroughly stylized 
and the mutual attraction 

between the leads never 
even reaches the hand­
holding stage. 

In keeping with the hu­
morous celebration of H's 
good looks that forms 
something of a motif in 
the screenplay, however, 
an alien female blackmails 
him into going to bed with 
her. All the audience sees 
of this is his disgusted re­
action and quick exit from 

her embrace the next 
morning. 

Thereafter it's back to 
cars that turn into air­
planes, motorcycles that 
double as rockets and a 
vast array of armaments 
for battling unruly extra­
terrestrial types. The up­
shot is mostly 
good-natured fun , though 
moviegoers won't need to 
be zapped with a Neura­
Iyzer to forget all about it 
as soon as the lights come 
up again. 

The film contains much 
bloodless violence, a cou­
ple of gruesome images, 
implied nonmarital sexual 
activity, a few mild oaths 
and occasional crude and 
crass language. The 
Catholic News Service 
classification is A-III -
adults. The Motion Picture 
Association of America 
rating is PG-13 - parents 
strongly cautioned. Some 
material may be inappro­
priate for children under 
13. 

More than a few fans prayed for Blues to win 
ST.LOUIS (CNS)- Before the St. Stanley Cup for the first 

time in the team's 52-year 
history, Twitter was alive 
with hopes for a little di­
vine intervention for such 

Louis Blues beat the 
Boston Bruins in Game 7 
on June 12 to win the Na­
tional Hockey League's 
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a victory - maybe even 
from St. John Paul II. 

Many a tweet recalled a 
Jan. 26, 1999, visit the 
pontiff paid to St. Louis 
and just how comfortable 
he looked holding a 
hockey stick given to him 
by young people gathered 
for a rally at the arena that 
is home to the Blues, then 
called the Kiel Center. 

At the end of the rally, 
which drew a crowd of 

20,000, the pope also re­
ceived a special jersey in 
the Blues' colors - bearing 
the name "John Paul II" 
and the number "1." 

When the Blues headed 
to the Stanley Cup Final, 
Catholics of the Archdio­
cese of st. Louis were 
praying hard for their 
team, said a May 23 edito­
rial in the St. Louis Review, 
the archdiocesan newspa­
per. 

"Our city has caught 
Blues fever with fervor," it 
said. "Even Archbishop 
Robert J. Carlson, not a na­
tive of St. Louis but no 
stranger to hockey as a 
Minnesota native, ex­
claimed at the end of his 
May 22 State of the Arch­
diocese address to em-

ployees: 'Go Blues!'" 
"Many people had given 

up on the Blues, who in 
January were the worst 
team in the NHL," the edi­
torial noted. "It's a lesson 
in perseverance and never 
giving up. It's a lesson that 
we certainly could apply 
to our lives, and especially 
our faith. There's always 
hope. For Catholics, that 
hopes lies in Jesus. And, 
for #CatholicSTL, in the 
Blues, too." 

The long-suffering team 
and its loyal fans finally 
got their magical moment 
in Game 7 with a 4-1 vic­
tory in Boston. And the 
celebration will continue 
with a parade to honor the 
champion team June 15 in 
St. Louis. 
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A mile marker on 
the marathon of life 

By Molly M. Ryan 

It's that time of year once again: graduation season. The 
time where we gather to honor the people in our lives who 
have worked for years to obtain a diploma. It is a time 
where we share proud moments. It is a time where grati­
tude is shown for those who helped along the way. It is a 
time where we celebrate an individual's performance. 

Wouldn't it be nice if the joy and satisfaction of gradua­
tion season could be shared all the time? That feeling of 
pride and accomplishment is linked directly to hard work 
and perseverance. Faith in yourself and the hope for better 
things to come are keys to making all of this click into 
place. 

The Mission Office would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate our students in the Diocese of Ogdensburg 
during this graduation season. You and your families 
should all be very proud! Do not view graduation as the 
end but merely the next step in your progress in this thing 
called life. The beginning of the journey is now, not the 
end. You have just begun, Take the time to celebrate your 
milestone. 

Graduation is a milestone. Graduation, if you think about 
it, is much like life in the mission lands. A milestone is what 
the mission lands work hard to get to with every moment 
of every day. It's not a sprint, it's a marathon in the mission 
lands, It's a calling in the heart of every missionary. It starts 
with your baptism and runs with you through your life. 
Much like getting to graduation, it's a long journey of hard 
work and small markers that lead to the big prize: the ac­
complishment of graduation. In the mission lands, gradu­
ation is akin to helping a community of people find their 
faith , getting them on their fe et, showing them ways to 
solve their problems, and assisting them on their journey 
of a Christ-filled life and a better life indeed. It can mean 
building a school, providing healthcare, or drilling a well. 
Small steps or developments like these examples are what 
help to form the journey. The journey that leads to a better 
life. Much life graduation is a part of your journey that will 
lead to a more successful life , 

So, congratulations to our graduates! Be sure to continue 
to work hard and be full of gratitude, faith and hope, It has 
worked out well for you so far. Faith, hope and gratitude is 
working in the mission lands every day so remember to 
continue to exhibit those qualities as you progress down 
your path. God bless you and have a happy and safe sum­
mer. May your next endeavors lead you to a life that is 
blessed. 
Please remember "The Society for the Propagation of the 

Faith " when writing or changing your Will. 
www.rcdony.org!mission 

N O RTH CO UNTR Y CATH O LI C NEWS 
OBITUARIES 
Adams - Roger L.Towner, 83; Mass of 
Christian Burial June 15,2019 at St. Ce­
cilia's Church. 

Bombay - Yves M. Boulais, 80; Mass of 
Christian Burial June 12,2019 at St. 
Joseph's Church; burial in St. Joseph's 
Cemetery. 

Brownville - George J. Aubin, 96; Mass 
of Christian Burial June 15,2019 at Im­
maculate Conception Church. 

Brownville - Richard Bauter, 93; Mass 
of Christian Burial June 6,2019 at Im­
maculate Conception Church; burial in 
Dexter Cemetery. 

Brownville - Darwin F. Paro, 79; Mass 
of Christian Burial June 5,2019 at Im­
maculate Conception Church. 

Croghan - Ellon M. Grunert, 64; Mass 
of Christian BurialJune 13,2019 at St. 
Stephen's Church; burial in St. Stephen's 
Cemetery. 

Crown Point - Teresa Nadeje Stitt, 
100; Mass of Christian Burial June 15, 
2019 at Sacred Heart Church; burial in 
parish cemetery, 

Harrisville - Stewart B, Hooley,61; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 4, 2019 at 
St. Francis Solanus Church; burial in 
parish cemetery. 

Hogansburg· Darlene A.SundaY,84; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 11,2019 
at St. Regis Church. 

Keeseville - Rufus P. LaBounty, 87; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 10,2019 
at St.john's Church; burial in parish 
cemetery. 

Lake Clear - Margaret 0' Grady Miller, 
87; Mass of Christian Burial June 6, 2019 
at St.john in the Wilderness; burial in 
St. Bernard's Cemetery, Saranac Lake. 

Lake Placid - Brittany Ann Talley-Bar­
ney, 37; Funeral Services June 7,2019 at 
the M.B. Clark Inc. Funeral Home. 

Lake Placid - Charles Roland Daby, 91; 
Funeral Services June 14,2019 at the 
M,B, Clark, Inc. Funeral Home; burial in 
the North Elba Cemetery. 

Lisbon - France W. (Woodside) Doyle, 
99; Mass of Christian Burial June 13, 
2019 at Ss. Philip and James Church; 

burial in Flackville Cemetery. 

Louisville - Norma P. (Beaulieu) 
Brewer,86; Mass of Christian Burial June 
12,2019 at St. Lawrence Church; burial 
in parish cemetery. 

Lowville - Christina C. (Bush) Thoma, 
92; Funeral Services June 11,2019 at 
the Iseneker Funeral Home, Inc.; burial 
in St. Peter's Cemetery, New Bremen. 

Lyon Mountain - Arlene F. (Cayea) 
Johnson, 89; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 14,2019 at St. Bernard's Church; 
burial in Whispering Maples Memorial 
Gardens, Ellenburg Depot. 

Morrisonville - Patricia E. (Petrie) 
Hastings, 83; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 21,2019 at St. Alexander's Church. 

Morrisonville - Lauri McKinnon, 58; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 7, 2019 at 
St. Alexander's Church; burial in River­
side Cemetery, Ellenburg Center. 

Mooers - Charles E."Chicago" Heming­
way, 63; Funeral Services June 1,2019 
at the Hamilton Funeral Home; burial in 
St. Ann's Cemetery 

North Bangor - Nora Jock Lamica, 95; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 14,2019 
at St.Augustine's Church; burial in St. 
Mary's Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Duane V. Burcume, 78; 
Funeral Services June 4, 2019 at St. 
Joseph's Home Chapel; burial in St. 
Patrick's Cemetery, Colton. 

Ogdensburg - Robert W. Munro, 85; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 5, 2019 at 
Notre Dame Church; burial in Foxwood 
Memorial Park. 

Ogdensburg - Pamela Marie (Mc­
cabe) Roberts, 51; Mass of Christian 
Burial June 14,2019 at St. Mary's Cathe­
dral; burial in Notre Dame Cemetery. 

Peru - William B. Neyer, 54; Funeral 
Services June 12,2019 atthe Hamilton 
Funeral Home. 

Peru - Fulton J. Sheehan Sr., 82; Mass 
of Christian Burial at St. Augustine's 
Church. 

Plattsburgh - Barbara (Backus) Aber­
nethy, 78; Mass of Christian Burial June 
7,2019 at St.john's Church; burial in St. 

Peter's Cemetery. 

Plattsburgh - Carolyn E. (Buck) Bird, 
73; Mass of Christian Burial June 5,2019 
at St. Peter's Church. 

Plattsburgh - Edward F. Daugherty, 
82; Mass of Christian Burial June 13, 
2019 at St. Peter's Church. 

Plattsburgh - Elizabeth "Betty" M. 
(Farrell) Daugherty, 88; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial June 13,2019 at St. Peter's 
Church. 

Plattsburgh - Bernice V.Jerry, 96; 
Mass of Christian BurialJune 12,2019 
at St.john's Church; burial in St. 
George's Cemetery, Burke. 

Potsdam - Lawrence J. Lalonde, 80; 
Mass of Christian Burial June 7, 2019 at 
St. Mary's Church; burial in St. Mary's 
Cemetery. 

Potsdam - Ronald J. LaPoint, 82; Mass 
of Christian Burial June 12,2019 at St. 
Mary's Church; burial in St. Mary's 
Cemetery. 

Rouses Point - Elizabeth Marie Rein 
Boire, 79; Mass of Christian Burial June 
4,2019 at St. Patrick's Church. 

Rouses Point - Bernadette Jane 
(Manor) Duffy, 78; Mass of Christian 
Burial June 5, 2019 at St. Patrick's 
Church. 

Saranac Lake - Grace Delores Frances 
(Seward) Racette, 85; Mass of Christian 
Burial June 8, 2019 at St. Bernard's 
Church. 

St. Regis Falls - Bonnie (LaBarr) 
Mintch, 71 ; Mass of Christian Burial 
June 13,2019 at St. Ann's Church; burial 
in St. Ann's Cemetery. 

Star Lake - Jeanne (Sutton) Reynolds, 
95; Mass of Christian Burial June 14, 
2019 at St. Hubert's Church; burial in 
Cranberry Lake Cemetery. 

Watertown - Patrick M. McDermott, 
70; Funeral Services June 7,2019 at DJ. 
Calarco Funeral Home, Inc.; burial in 
Glenwood Cemetery. 

Watertown - James Duncan St. Croix, 
Sr., 85; Mass of Christian Burial June 11, 
2019 at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
Church. 
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(Above) Hailey Ann Hrim made her First Communion at St. Mary's Nativity Church in West Leyden with Religious Ed 
Teacher Christine Stine brickner, Father Lawrence Marullo and Deacon James Chaufty, and Knights of Columbus 
members Pete and Robert Kraeger. (Top right) St. Mary's Constableville held First Communion June 2. Pictured are 
(front row) Faith Lieber, Evan Brinkerhoff, (middle) Rev. Lawrence Marullo, Religious Ed Teacher Christine Stinebrick­
ner, Deacon James Chaufty, (back) Knights of Columbus John Hastwell, Pete Kraeger, Robert Kraeger and Royal 
Kraeger. Missing from photo is Religious Ed Teacher Kim Arthur. (Bottom right) Joseph Kraeger and Camry Doma­
gala made their First Communion at St. Martin's Church in Port Leyden. Knights are William Manning, Pete Kraeger, 
Robert Kraeger (also religious education teacher), Royal Kraeger and John Hastwell. 
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